The Top 10 Yo-Yos of the Year 


This is the time of the year that publicity-hungry has- 

beens proclaim their lists of the nation’s or the world’s “Top 

10” something or others. Newspaper editors, hungry for copy 
to fill space during the news-sparse days of January, gravitate 
gobble up and publish lists of the world’s 10-worst-dressed 
women, the top-10 news stories of the year, the 10 worst ad- 
vertisements of the year, the top-10 top-10 lists and so on. 
Why “top 10”? Why not “top 7” or “top 14”? We don’t know. 
Blame it on Moses. 

But we do know a good thing when we see it, so we’ve 
decided to add to the glut and generate some publicity for our- 
selves by offering what we see as “The Top 10 Yo-Yos of 
1989.” We’re talking about the human kind, natch. 

1. George Bush. Ex officio. He wanted the job. 

2. Michael Dukakis. In a recent survey, more U.S. high 
school students could identify Alf than could identify him. 
(BONUS: What year did someone named Alf mun for presi- 
dent? Against whom? Did he win? What lesson could Michael 
Dukakis have learned from that earlier Alf’s experience?) 

3. Muammar Quddafi. Because he doesn’t know how to 
spell his own name. 

4. The head of programming at CBS, who put “The 
Smothers Brothers Thanksgiving Special” opposite the Cosby 
rear and their new Saturday night show opposite “Golden 

irls.” 

5. The Stealth Bomber. Because now that we’ve seen it, 
we still don’t believe it exists. 

6. Donald Trump. Because he knows how to use his mil- 
lions to make more millions to make more millions to make 
still more millions without producing any visible benefit to 
anyone we’re aware of, 

7. Jim and Tammy Bakker. Because their ups and downs 
mes us all laughing. 

8. Sean Penn. Because he threatened to beat us = if we 
left him out. 

9. Mike Tyson. Because he threatened to beat us up if we 
didn’t leave him out. 


10. Any newspaper editor who'd run a story like this one. 
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The Day the Eiffel Tower 
Visited the Oval Office 
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A YO-YO IN THE WHITE HOUSE. That's what Tom Smothers has in 
his hand—an official Yo-Yo Man Yo-Yo, as he demonstrates "The Eiffel 
Tower” to President Ronald Reagan. Dick Smothers looks on. The 
Smothers Brothers visited President Reagan in the Oval Office shortly 
before Christmas to present him with a sheet of Christmas Seals. They 
were the chairpersons of the American Lung Association's 81st 
Christmas Seal program. (Stuart Crump photo) 


A New Smothers Brothers — 
Sitcom Ahead? 


CBS is studying the idea of developing a sitcom starring 
Dick and Tom Smothers, to begin airing in the fall. “Nothing 
in show business is definite,” associate producer Marcy Car- 
riker told YYT, “but as show biz goes, this is pretty definite.” 

Tom and Dick would essentially play themselves, in the 
tradition of earlier radio and TV stars such as Jack Benny, 
Burns and Allen, and Ozzie and Harriet. 

“We’ve been talking over concepts,” Tom Smothers told 
us. “Maybe Dick would own a garage. [Dick is just as nutty 
about cars as Tom is about the yo-yo.] He’d probably have a 
new baby and a very strong mother-in-law. I might work in an 
office with a piano.” 

The yo-yo would definitely have a role in the new show, 
he promised. 
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YO BRIEFS 


e@ Found! A dozen copies of The One and Only Yo-Yo 
Book by George Malko, a long out-of-print book. Copies are 
being auctioned to the highest bidder. To assure that the 
largest number of people are able to obtain this much-sought- 
after book, only one bid will be accepted from each bidder; 
minimum bid, $15. Send your bids with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Billy Ledbetter, P.O. Box 7340, Monroe, 
LA 71211-7340, or call him at 318/388-2135 (leave message). 
He will notify the high bidders. Don’t send your check until 
you hear from him. 


e Looking for a nice, inexpensive wooden yo-yo? Ken 
Picou, owner of Design in Wood, a one-man shop he operates 
at 5508 Montview, Austin, TX 78756, 512/454-3425, sells two 
models. The mass-produced model, the Slo- Yo, has a nice 
long spin and sells for $3 (minimum order, 2 yos-yos; include 
$1.50 shipping and handling). The Slo-Yo Pro is handmade 
out of dense, exotic woods (including mesquite and goncalo 
alves), finely sanded and coated with 3 coats of tung oil, “The 
best natural finish you can apply,” Picou told us. Cost: $15 
each or 2/$25, plus $1.50 shipping and handling. Money-back 
guarantee on all sales. He will also custom turn a yo-yo to 


your design. 

e Yorsea Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 
02720, 647/672-7399, is introducing “The Gem Collection” 
line of colored yo-yos in translucent rubby, emerald and saf- 
fire “with clear lens cap so you can see the mechanism,” direc- 
tor of marketing and sales Joyce Seiffert told us. The clutch 
arm (the Yomega’s “brain”) will be in pearlescent white. The 
new models will retail for $11.95. They will go on display at 
the New York Toy Fair in February. 


e ABZ Toys Inc., 5133 Coronado Ave., Oakland, CA 
94618, 415/658-9230, has begun shipping the new YO? “for 
performance to the second power.” The all-black design yo-yo 
features black diffraction gratings on the sides that reflect the 
light while spinning, Look for it at your favorite quality toy 
store, or write for details. ABZ is also bringing out a slightly 
lighter (48g, vs. 52g for the YO?) standard yo-yo, president 
Tony Costanza told us. 


e If you are in the toy business, the New York Toy Fair, 
the industry’s biggest show, will be held Feb. 13-22 in New 
York in two locations. Several yo-yo exhibitors will display 
their wares only at the Javits Convention Center, which will 
be open only from Feb. 17 through 19. Other companies will 
display at Toy Center South (200 Fifth Ave.) and Toy Center 
North (1107 Broadway), which will be open for the entire fair. 
The conference is not open to the general public. 


e “Does Tom Smothers still need a teenager to yo-yo.on 
his show?” We probably get asked that question more than 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YO®YOs 
2383 CALIFORNIA STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 (415) 921-8138 
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any other—ever since we announced several issues ago that 
he was seeking just such an individual. The answer is, “No, 
not at this time.” If enough of you write letters to CBS, asking 
them to put the Smothers Brothers back on the air, and the 
show continues, then just maybe you'll get the opportunity to 
appear on national TV. So, yo for it! Write your local CBS af- 
filiate-—today. . 


e The correct address for Lockport Assembly Co., which 
manufactures yo-yo strings in bulk, is 519 Mill St., P.O. Box 
404, Lockport, NY 14094, 716/433-3536. Minimum order is 
1,000 strings for $32 plus $2 shipping. 


e Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., P.O. Box 
276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120, is in the process of 
packaging its line of wooden yo-yos so they can be sold in the 
mass merchandising outlets. “We’re finding a new trend of 
back-to-basics and made-in-the-USA, plus the trend toward 
high-end quality and old world toys, so we’re packaging our 
yO-yos to meet that need,” owner Brad Countryman told us. 
Target, Toys-R-Us and K-Mart are interested in broadening 
their line of yo-yos, Countryman said, because of the success 
that the Yo-Yo Man yo-yo generated last year when intro- 
duced at selected stores. 


e The Bird in Hand yo-yo model #22 is a “dynamically 
balanced yo-yo made from hardwood maple,” with one-piece 
construction that “alleviates wobble.” The yos are “hand- 
crafted in small quantities and exquisitely painted with hard 
gloss enamel.” Each comes with a canvas bag and a yo-yo but- 
ton. Available for $8 each (plus $2.25 shipping for up to 4 yo- 
yos, plus 50 cents more per yo-yo for each yo-yo over 5) from 
mae in Hand, 847 W. Fifth St., Chico, CA 95928, 916/893- 
0545. 


e Tom Kuhn, Helane Zeiger, Don Harrison, Robert and 
Mark Litton and Paul Buethe performed a yo-in as part of the 
“Spirit of America” half-time celebration for the East-West 
Shriners football game on nationwide TV on Jan. 14. 


e The San Francisco Toy Museum at the Cannery will 
be closed for the month of January to move downstairs, closer 
to the courtyard. Executive director Stevanne Auerbach is 
planning a Yo-Yo Month, possibly during July, and is looking 
for a corporate sponsor to underwrite the festivities as well as 
local yo-yoers who would be willing to volunteer time to 
teach yo-yoing and put on demonstrations at the museum. 
Contact her at 2801 Leavenworth St., San Francisco, CA 
94133, phone 415/441-TOYS. Museum hours (after it 
reopens) are Tuesday through Saturday, 10-6; Sunday 11-5. 
Closed Mondays. ; 


e Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 California St., San 
Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138, is planning to bring out 
the No-Jive style, non-modular yo-yo, The Woody, priced at 
“under $10,” Tom Kuhn told us. Watch for it in February. 


@ The correct phone number to order the new Smothers 
Brothers Yo-Yo Man video is 1-800-331-6839. Cost: $10.95 
(tape alone) or $11.95 (tape and an official Yo-Yo Man Yo- 
Yo). Use your credit card. The tape is also available from a 
variety of other sources, including Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos, 
the International Yo-Yo Institute (address below) as well as 
selected video stores. 


e Speaking of video stores, Music Plus and Sam 
Goodies reported that the Yo- Yo Man video was its third- 
largest-selling vieo during the pre-Christmas season. 


e The new, temporary address for Spinmaster Interna- 
tional, is: c/o Carrera Productions, 403 E. 6th St, Austin, TX 
78701, 512/473-2623. Company president is Carl Bates. 


e The Yo-Yo Man Fan Club is well underway, started by 
“The Yo-Yo Guy” Paul Buethe in Lodi, Calif. You can contact 
Paul at 106 S. Ham La., Lodi, CA 95242, 209/369-8955. 


EVENTS 


e The Stockton Asparagus Festival IV on April 22-23, 
1989, will feature a yo-yo contest and instruction, with Helane 
Zeiger (author of The World on a String) and Paul Buethe. For 
information, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Paul 
Buethe at 106 S. Ham La., Lodi, CA 95242, phone 209/369- 
8955. The contest will be open to participants of all ages, who 
will compete in several different categories following the 
Hummingbird rules. 

e The ProYo Contest will be held at the De Meester Out- 
door Performance Center in Reid Park, Tucson, Ariz., from 12 
noon to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 18. Sponsors of the event are 
Playmaxx Inc., Tucson Parks and Recreation Dept., Pepsi- 
Cola Corp. and TV-18 KDTU. Participants will be judged in 
ages groups: 6-9, 10-13, 14-18, adults and seniors. Adults are 
particularly invited. Participants must bring their own Pro- 
Yos, which are manufactured by Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E. 18th, 
Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981. 

e Captain Yo Don Watson is forming a PAL (Police Ac- 
tivities League) Yo-Yo Team in Sonoma County, Calif., and 
then will concentrate on another in neighboring Marin County. 
He picked up the team concept at Bob Malowney’s Bird-in- 
Hand Yo-Yo Exhibition Team in Chico, Calif. You can reach 
Don at Dataplan, 2450 Foothill Blvd., Calistoga, CA 94515, 
707/587-0305. 

e The Bird in Hand Yo-Yo Workshops and Contest will 
be held in Chico, Calif., on Saturday, April 29. Contact Bob 
Malowney at Bird in Hand Gallery, 847 W. Sth St., Chico, CA 
95926, 916/893-0545, for details. 

e The First International Yo-Yo Convention and Yo- 
lympics is still on target for next summer, probably in July, 
near Disneyland. It’s sponsored by Yo-Yo Times. We are in the 
process of discussing details with several other companies 
who are planning concurrent events, possibly even including a 
national yo-yo contest. We’ll let you know the details just as 
soon as we have them! 

e “Tops,” a traveling exhibit that is currently touring the 
country and which features a hands-on demonstration of the 
scientific principles of the yo-yo, will be at the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry in Portland and the Evans- 
ville (Indiana) Museum of Arts and Science through Feb. 12. 
It will next move to the Austin (TX) Children’s Museum and 
the Georgia Southern Museum, Statesboro, GA, from March 4 
through April 30, 1989, and then to the Children’s Museum 
of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah, and the Catawba Science 
Center, Hickory, N.C. The exhibit was developed by and first 
appeared at the Boston Children’s Museum. 
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Trick YoYos 


Hummingbird Toy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street - P.O. Box 276 Arcade, New York 14009 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new tricks, 
etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, ar- 
ticles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. We 
will not print your address unless you ask us to. 


What’s the Payoff? 

I’m a student at Washington State University and have 
been yo-yoing for about 3 years. I just wanted to write and tell 
you how much I enjoy your newsletter. I have only one 
problem with it: Exactly how much does Tom Smothers pay 
you to do so much advertising for him?! 

Please print my address so other yo-yoers can write to me. 

Melissa Smith 
N.E. 1580 Merman Dr. #316 
Pullman, WA 99163 


Melissa, you ask a tough question, but the answer is easy. 
Tom Smothers does not pay us a cent (other than the cost of 
buying a subscription)—although he did send us a few of his 
new yo-ygs to test out. But, then, almost every yo-yo manufac- 
turer has done that. (The ad for his new yo-yo comes directly 
from Hummingbird.) We are yo-yo lovers and (in our other 
life) are also professional journalists. We started Yo-Yo Times 
because we felt we had something to share with our fellow 
yoers. Tom has been making the cover because he has been 
making the news, and we try to go with the important news on 
the front page. We have given the Smothers’ TV show so much 
coverage and encouraged our readers to write to CBS be- 
cause the exposure they have given to the yo-yo, coupled with 
‘Duncan's massive advertising campaigns, have helped bring 
back the world’s greatest toy. 


A Great Time 
We all had a great time with the Smothers Brothers, and 
they are two nice people. I am touting their show to as many 
people as I can. I’m glad to see that Yo-Yo Times is growing. 
Barney Akers 
Kenova, WV 


Watch for Barney Akers and several other “old timers” on 
the Smothers Brothers on Feb. 11. 

Science Fair Project Idea 

I think I have a pretty hot idea for all those kids out there 
who need variety in their science classes. 

Why not do a report or science project on the physics of 
the yo-yo? It would be informative, interesting and entertain- 
ing all at once! 

I am involved in a science research program at school, 
which teaches kids to create their own scientific problem and 
research the answer. Of course, my project is on yo-yos. 

I’m trying to design a yo-yo that will sleep longer and per- 
form better than the best there are today. 


Yo-Yo Times / January-February 1989 — Page 3 


My teacher thinks it’s a great idea. I’m sure everyone 
else’s teachers will, too. 
If you want, you could even include a demonstration of 
your skills! 
/ By the way, you’ve got a great newsletter going! Keep it 
up! 
Stephanie Nahas 
5407 Atlantic Ave. 
Ventnor, NJ 08406 


Stephanie, that’s a great idea! We hope you and any other 
students who try your idea will send us a copy of your papers 
when you finish with them. If you do succeed in producing a 
longer-spinning yo-yo, we all want to hear about it! 
Third-Place in World Championship 

Yo-Yo Times is a very good publication, which has been 
long overdue. 

I was an earlier Duncan Yo-Yo Company demonstrator" 
being hired in March 1932 at the age of 14 after winning the 
city contest. In June 1932, for 6 months, I helped introduce the 
yo-yo in England. On Sept. 10, 1932, a world’s championship 
contest was held at the Leicester Square Theatre in London, in 
which I placed third. Harvey Lowe, from Victoria, British 
i won, and Joe Young of Regina, Saskatchewan, was 
second. 

I worked for Duncan until 1941, when I entered the Armed 
Forces. My last promotion was in 1947 working under Tom 
Ives, Duncan Sr.’s brother-in-law, who also chaperoned me in 
England in 1932. We became good friends. 

Eugene E. Mauk 
Wichita, Kansas 


Teaching a New Generation 


I have in my old photo album patches I won in 1938 and 
1941 as a Duncan champ. Unfortunately, the ones from 1939 
and 1940 were lost somewhere along the way. Duncan used to 
give these to winners on a white short-sleeve sweater—all of 
which have long since disappeared. I also won a bicycle in 
one of the state contests when I was about 13 years old. 

I quite naturally taught my son, and he became champion 
in Anaheim, Calif., in, I think it was, 1962. 

Now I have a grandson who is at this time only 2 years 
old. At the moment, I don’t intend to give him anything he can 
swing on a string. But he’ll learn when he’s older, and I’ll bet 
that sure as heck he’ll become a champ. 

James Ryan 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Getting Better with Age 

I am 62 years old and retired. I play the yo-yo a lot. Really 
love it. 

Not bragging, but I can beat all my grown children—four 
of them. Also my grandkids. I have some of the best yo-yos in 
the country—Tom Kuhn’s and also the plastic Yomega. 

Basil Walker 
Greenview, Calif. 


AD.¥) », poono0onE 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo’'s offer a full 13/4" circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 
* White, high-impact plastic 
* Attached string 
¢ Your logo hot stamped on 

vinyl colored discs. 
Choose from a variety of colors. 
Minimum order 250. 


Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 
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The Yo-Yo Man Returns 
to the Airwaves for 4 Shows 


The final four shows in the current series of “The 
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour” will air over CBS on suc- 
cessive Saturday nights beginning January 28. The hour-long 
shows will begin at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific and 8 p.m. — 
Central/Mountain time, opposite the hit show, “Golden Girls.” 
CBS may possibly produce one more show in the series to 
finish out the month of February. 

“Last time [Thanksgiving night] they put us against 
“‘Cosby,’” Tom Smothers told us. “I heard we did better than 
any other CBS show that ever went up against ‘Cosby.”” 

The Jan. 28 show will feature the Yo-Yo Man performing 
magic with magician Harry Blackstone Jr. Feb. 4 will include 
a “Yo-Down,” a square-dance-like spot with the Yo-Yo Man, 
Harvey Lowe, Tom Kuhn and Daniel Volk. Feb. 11 will fea- 
ture the long-awaited meeting of the four masters of yo: Bar- 
ney Akers, Harvey Lowe, Dale Myrberg and Bob Rule. Of the 
guest yoers on this show, Tom Smothers commented: “Man, 
they’re smooth! Compared to these guys, I’m just an amateur. 
They’re legends.” 

To film that third show, the yo-yoers appeared at Third 
Street School in Hancock Park, Calif., and also back in the 
studio, producing far more tape than can be used in a single 
episode. Some of the footage may appear in one or more fu- 
ture shows and may also be released on a new Yo-Yo Man 
video, Tom Smothers told us. 

The Feb. 18 show will highlight an episode of the adven- 
tures of the Yo-Yo Man and the arch criminal, Yo-Finger. 

Your letters to your local CBS station will help keep and/or 
return the Smothers Brothers and the Yo-Yo man on the air. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Yo-yoing as a fad is now more than 60 years old in the 
U.S. With this issue, we’re starting a feature in which we will 
list the names of yo-yoers of long ago who might possibly still 
be around but whom we have not been able to get in touch 
with, If you have any information on anyone listed here, give 
us a Call (1-703-STRINGS) or drop us a line. If you are look- 
ing for someone, send the name along, and we’ll try to publish 
your request. 

John Hotia, a Life-time Yo-yoer 

Reader Don Harrison of Redondo Beach, CA, sent along a 
copy of an article that appeared on pages 2 and 3 of Life 
magazine in 1952 (no specific date given) that shows “15- 
year-old John Hotia of Detroit” photographed in action by Joe 
Clark. Hotia is using a special yo-yo equipped with a tiny bat- 
tery and light bulb. The photos were made with an open 
camera lens in a darkened room, recording only the light on 
the yo-yo, plus a single flash on Hotia at the end of the trick. 

Fascinating photos. If either Hotia or Clark are still 
around, we’d love to get in touch with them and find out 
what they’re doing today. 

“Joe,” the Four-Most Yo-yoer 

Reader Barry Ross of Miami grew up in the New York 
area and remembers a Duncan demonstrator named Joe, “who 
used four yo-yos—both index fingers and little fingers. He 
was much better than anyone I’ve seen [since]. He 
demonstrated in Queens, N.Y.” Where are you now, Joe? 
Goodie, Goodie 

“Back in the early ’40s I won several yo-yo contests spon- 
sored by the Goodie Yo-Yo Co.,” writes Gene Perkins of 
Montrose, Ala. “When I read about the different companies— 
past and present—I never see Goodie mentioned. Do you 
know anything about them?” We don’t, but perhaps one of our 
readers does. How about it? 


Trick of the Month 


Moonwalking the Dog 
Mark Kersey, Toronto, Ontario 


Iam the 1968 all-city yo-yo champ of Windsor, On- 
tario. I perform many children’s shows each year with 
my band, “The Stylamanders,” and the highlight is the 
end of the show when I bring out my yo-yo. 

One trick that always gets a laugh is when I “Walk 
the Dog.” Then I say, “For all you Michael Jackson fans 
out there, “Moonwalking the Dog’!” I then drag my 
sleeping yo-yo backwards across the floor, while doing a 
very exaggerated and very bad moonwalk. 

I’m sure that would impress the heck out of the 
audience if you really can do the moonwalk, but my ver- 
sion sure gets the laughs. 


YO-YO EXCHANGE 


Looking for an old yo-yo? Have one to sell or trade? Send 
your requests along 10 us and we'll try to get them in. For the 
time being, there’s no charge. If we get too many requests, we 
may ask for a small fee to help us pay the expense of, perhaps, 
adding another two pages to the newsletter. Sort of a “clas- 
sified ads” section. (What do our readers think of that idea? 
Let us know.) 


Looking for Old Pro Yos 


Anyone selling old solid-colored Pro Yos in white, black 
or any other color—especially white? Eric Hanson, 442 11th 
Ave. N.W., New Brighton, MN 55112. 


Old Yo-Yos, Old Songs Available from 
the International Yo-Yo Institute 

If you collect old yo-yos, you might be interested in pur- 
chasing one or a dozen genuine 1947 maple HI-KER “Flat- 
Top” yo-yos. They come in red, green, orange or yellow with 
white stripes (color selection based on availability) and cost 
$14.95 each plus $2 shipping, or a dozen in the original box 
for $131.40 plus $2.50 shipping. 

Institute managing director Chuck Zomig is in the process 
of collecting yo-yo songs, with the goal of putting together an 
album and a song book of sheet music. If you have a yo-yo 
song that could be included, send a copy of it to Zomig. 

“The Right String but the Wrong Yo-Yo,” a song recorded 
in the late 1950s by Carl Perkins, is available on a cassette of 
“Original Golden Oldies” by Perkins available for $5.98 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling (check or money order only, no 
credit cards) from the Institute. 

Also available is an edition of John Cassidy’s The Klutz 
Yo-Yo Book, complete with a genuine hard rock maple yo-yo, 
$9.95 plus $2.50 shipping. 

The new address of the International Yo-Yo Institute is 
1030 N. Dearbom, #309, Chicago, IL 60610, 312/988-YOYO . 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 


illustrated, photographed, and 
/ packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to print as 
many as we can. Rest assured that we haven’t overlooked 
yours. It’s in our ever-bulging folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily those 
that can be described in words without pictures. The reason is 
simple: Many tricks you send that are accompanied by 
sketches take several drawings to diagram, and we wouldn’t 
be able to get more than one or two tricks in an issue. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primarily can- 
didates to be included in the book we are assembling of new 
yo-yo tricks, So send us any and all tricks, and rest assured 
that your new trick is high on our priority list even if it doesn’t 
make the newsletter. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
month extension on your subscription. And if ‘your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription as 
our token of saying “thanks for helping the yo-yo to continue 
developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ll receive a free, 
autographed copy by the author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. 
(Note: Just to protect ourselves in the future, please be advised 
that sending us your trick means that you are giving us permis- 
sion to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. You 
will, of course, receive full credit in both places as the 
originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed yoist. 
If you’re left handed, make the appropriate changes when fol- 
lowing the directions. 


The Chainsaw 
Scott Stoneback, Pacifica, Calif. 


Turn your yo-yo hand sideways and throw the yo to op- 
posite side of your body. Let the yo-yo make a U-shape in 
front of you. When it returns, it should be about elbow height 
on the yo-yo hand side of the body. 


The Tricky Triangle 
Paul Buethe (The Yo-Yo Guy), Lodi, Calif. 


This trick is a variation on “Rock the Baby.” 

1, Throw a spinner. 

2. Wrap the string over the outstretched fingers of your left 
hand near the tips as if you were starting to form a cradle. As 
your right hand comes around, however, instead of grabbing 
(or intercepting) the string with your right hand (as you would 
do when forming the peak of the cradle), continue to wrap the 
string around the fingers of your left hand again, putting one 
more layer of string around your left-hand fingers. 

3. Next, continue swinging your right hand around and 
grab the center of the string just as you would normally do to 
form the peak of the cradle. Lift the right hand up and form 
the cradle. At the same time, spread out the fingers of your left 
hand in such a way that the string is formed into a triangle. 
Hold the triangle parallel to the ground, forming the base of 
the cradle. 

The effect is similar to “Rock the Baby,” except that the 
base of the cradle is a triangle of string rather than a single 
string. 

Unlike “Double Rock the Baby,” you can do a “cha-cha- 
cha” with this trick. A cha-cha-cha with a “Double Rock the 
Baby” will give you a knot in the string. 


The Hardest Trick: Now, That’s Using Your Head 


Dale Oliver (The Guru of Yo), Seattle, Wash. 


Talk about “stupid.” During every show I put on, someone 
invariably asks, ““What’s the hardest trick in the world?” 
At this point I kind of groan and complain, “I hate this. 
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Someone always asks for this trick, and I hate to do it. Okay, 
I'll do it, but watch closely because I’m only going to do it 
once. 

At this point, I throw the yo-yo out in a slow loop, raise 
my hand and lower my head into the path of the returning yo- 
yo. 

Bam! Ouch! The crowd roars. 
Truly the hardest yo-yo trick in the world to do. At least 
on purpose. 


Skin the Cat on the Fence 
Taro Yamashita (The Master of Yo), Littleton, Mass. 


1, Start by doing a “Skin the Cat.” 

2. When the yo-yo whips around in front of you, don’t 
catch it. Let it stay in front of you and, while it is still sleep- 
ing, catch it on the string like a “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 

While doing this trick, you can say something like, 
“Anyone can skin the cat if it’s on the ground, but try it when 
you're on a fence.” 


Bowling/The Dragster/The Yo-A-Cycle 

This is an old trick. In fact, we ran it as our “Trick of the 
Month” in our very first issue. However, several newer 
readers have sent it in to us, so we realized that it is a peren- 
nially popular trick. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Slip the string off your finger and let 
go. The yo-yo will race away from you across the floor. 

Barney Akers told us he always called this trick “Bowl- 
ing.” Tom Kuhn calls it “The Dragster” (see YYT, Vol. 1 No. 
1). Two readers, Jason Stovall and Ben Marlin of Snellville, 
Ga., call it “The Yo-A-Cycle.” 

We’ ve found that little kids love this trick. It gets them 
into the act as they scramble to retrieve the yo-yo for you. 
Sometimes they’ll even give it back to you. You might prefer 
to perform this one with a less-expensive plastic yo-yo, Avoid 
storm sewers. 


Tiger by the Tail 
Dennis Lesley (Captain Yo-Yo), Birmingham, Ala. 


This one is not for the faint of heart. 

Start by throwing “Around the World.” As the yo-yo 
comes around behind you, move your yo-yo hand behind your 
back and move your legs apart, allowing the yo-yo to swing 
between your legs. 

When the yo-yo appears in front of you, catch the string 
near the yo-yo with your left index finger, allowing the yo-yo 
to pinwheel around your finger once or twice. 

Then, let the string slip off your finger. The yo-yo should 
now “stall” in front of you and begin to swing back between 
your legs. 

Once the yo-yo reaches a “‘stall” behind you, give a tug 
put your yo-yo finger, and the yo-yo should return to your 

and. 


You can catch the yo-yo behind your back, or in front of 
you, if you prefer. 

Variation: As the yo-yo comes up through your legs, swing 
it around your left index finger and catch it on the string for a 
few moments. Then, give a jerk with your right hand, and 
“shoot” the yo-yo off the string, sending it back home again. 


As the World Turns 


Tom Smothers does this one in his act. Apparently it is not 
a new trick; Scott Musgrave (The Yo-Yo IIlusionist) of 
Raleigh, N.C.., tells us he was doing it before he saw Tom’s 
act, and he called it “The Windmill.” Scott says he likes the 
name, “As the World Turns” even better. Scott made no claim 
to having originated the trick. 

If you can throw “around the world” twice, you can do 
this trick. Do one “around the world.” As the yo-yo progresses 
in its second circle, turn yourself completely around, timing 
your turning so that the yo-yo “flows” around you and into its 
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second time around the world. 
This trick is considerably more difficult to explain on 
paper than it is to do. 


Remote Control 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” Birmingham, AL 

This trick is done with a TV remote control and a Yomega. 

First, throw a sleeper with the yo-yo. While the yo-yo is 
sleeping, tell your audience about your “remote control” yo- 
yo. Then, hold your yo-yo hand straight out at arm’s length 
while you reach into your pocket for the remote control. 

When you sense that the yo-yo is ready to return, point the 
remote control at the yo-yo and push the button. 

Even if the yo-yo doesn’t return on command, you can 
play it for laughs by shaking the control and checking it out 
until the yo-yo returns by itself. Or you can make up your own 
sketch with the “remote control.” 


101 Uses for a Dead Yo-Yo String”... 


.is the title of an article we are working on for a future 
issue. We expect it to be much more interesting, enlightened 
and useful than a questionable, bad taste best seller of several 
years ago, 101 Uses for a Dead Cat. The only reason we 
haven’t rushed it into print yet is that so far we’ve only come 
up with about five or six uses. We need your help! What do 
you do with your old yo-yo strings? 

“The Yo-Yo Dude,” Chris Somerville, of Watertown, NY, 
has an idea that can be used in the article--and which may 
even qualify as a “stupid yo-yo trick.” 

“Take a string that’s broken at the axle,” Chris writes. 
“Wrap the string around the yo-yo just as if you were winding 
up the yo-yo normally. Then throw a gravity pull, and watch 
the yo-yo take off as it rolls away across the floor. It’s a fun 
trick, and it’s great to have races with your friends.” 


Cut the Grass 
Adam H. Omansky, Baltimore, Md. 


This trick must be performed outside on grass. 

1. Throw a fast sleeper. 

2. Move the yo-yo in a circular motion while lightly graz- 
ing the grass. 

3. If done correctly, grass will catch in the yo-yo. 

4. To rid the yo-yo of the grass, simply throw another fast 
sleeper, and the grass should drop out. 


One-Handed Rock the Baby 

This is a variation on the baby in the little cradle, from the 
amazing repertoire of Dan Volk. 

Throw a hard spinner. Form a triangle with the thumb, 
middle finger and pinky of your yo-yo hand. Wrap the yo-yo 
string up three (or maybe four) times around this triangle. The 
objective is to end up with the yo-yo dangling from your mid- 
die finger, which should be on top. 

The wind-up forms a tiny cradle. Rock the baby in it. 


| YO TIPS 


How to Develop Your Left Hand 

This world being what it is, the vast majority of people— 
including yo-yoers—are right handed. As a result, when we 
share a new trick or tip with you, we assume you are right 
handed. Not that we don’t love lefties. Some of our favorite 
people are southpaws. It’s just that most of us think right 
handed, and we figure that if you’re not a rightie, you’ re al- 
ready used to figuring out a way to adapt. 

a while, even the best one-handed yo-yoer will begin 
to itch to try something new. What better challenge than to 
work at developing your skills with your left hand? 

First, set your goal. Which left-handed tricks do you want 
to master? In our case, we decided to forego learning standard 
one-yo-yo tricks on the portside and decided to go straight for 
the hard ones, to wit, we wanted to become proficient at two- 
handed loop-the-loop and all the other two-handed tricks. 

To do so, we set our goal to learn single-handed loop-the- 
loop, shoot the moon and so on perfectly using our left hand. 

There’s only one way to learn to use the left hand. Do it! 

Just think of yourself as being 6 or 8 years old, learning all 
over again how to yo-yo. Start with the basics: Up and down. 
Up and down. Learn the gravity pull. Get the feel for the yo 
with your weak arm. Then re-learn the sleeper. Next, go for 
the forward pass. Then work on your loops. First one, then 
two, then three, and so on. 

Sooner or later, through sheer force of practice, your left 
hand will start to respond and will learn to execute the com- 
mands you give to it. 

Do not give up, and don’t get frustrated. Days will come 
in which you will swear up and down that “T’ll never get this.” 
Don’t give up! As our friend and professional speaker Jerry 
Taylor (who, unfortunately is not a yo-yoer, but is otherwise 
an inspiring guy) puts it, “When they fall down, winners get 
up. Losers give up.” 

Be a winner. Get up and keep going. 

Once you learn to do 50 or 100 perfect loops with your 
left hand, then you are ready to try two-handed loops. 

By the way, common wisdom holds that it is easier for 
youngsters to learn to use their left hand than it is for us older 
yoers. There may be a grain of truth in that, but we suspect the 
only reason it is true is because youngsters have more “spare 
time” to practice than we who have jobs and families compet- 
ing for our precious yo-yo time. We were over 40 when we 
learned how to yo-yo with our left hand. 

So, age is no factor! Determination, drive and lots of prac- 
tice are what count, not the number of years on the calendar. 


How to Turn a Canada Games Yo-Yo into a Super Looper 
Reader Don Harrison (P.O. Box 7000-481, Redondo 

_ Beach, CA 90277, 213/376-0650) swears that the best looping 

yo-yq of all is the wooden one made by Canada Games. Unfor- 

tunately, you can’t buy them in the States. You’ ll have to 

travel to a Toys-R-Us or other such store in Canada—or get 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 
The new Model 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 

, a a> Model 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 


ins natural finish. More models are in 
the works. Write for details and 


pt 
Har get on our mailing list. 
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847 W. Sth St. Chico, CA 95928 


YOMEGA— 
THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Executive edition—black watchcase, Brass 
plated ball bearings and springs, clear clutch. 


To order send $19.95 each 
plus $2 shipping and handling to: 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


one of your friends from up north to send you a couple of 
them. 

Once you get them, you’ll still need to work on them a lit- 
tle to tune them up for peak performance, Don says. Here’s 
how he does it: 

Take a piece of fine-grit sandpaper, fold it in half with the 
sand on the outside and vigorously sand the inside of the yo- 
yo to smooth it.out as much as possible, Avoid touching the 
axle at this point other than to take the paint off of it. 

Because the yo-yo has a very thin groove, you’ll need to 
use the thinner strings that Canada Games sells, he says. 
“They’re natural loopers,” Don said. “They’re the first yo-yos 
I was able to do two-handed loops with.” 

String tricks, however, are more difficult to perform be- 
cause of the yo-yo’s thin groove. 


Colored Strings 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” Birmingham, AL 

You can add a little flair to your demonstrations by dying 
your yo-yo strings different colors. Use your imagination, and 
you can come up with pretty combinations. 

When you cut your own string, dye half of it and let it dry 
before you twist and tie it. When you twist it, you will have a 
candy-striped string. 


Using Music to Achieve Altered States of Yo 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo-Yo,” Birmingham, AL 

I have found that using music during practice and perfor- 
mance helps me to achieve deeper states of Yo. A good per- 
sonal stereo with headphones and appropriately selected 
music can launch you into hyper-yo. 

I am interested in other experiments into altered states of 
yo. (P.S., No drugs, please.) 


We Have A New Address 
and Phone Number: 
Please Update Your Records 


This is a mobile society; more than one in five individuals 
and companies moves every year—and this year it was our 
turn. Here is the new information for your records: 

Yo-Yo Times 
Creative Communications Inc. 
PO. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
New phone numbers: 
Editorial: 703/STRINGS (787-4647) 
Circulation: 703/742-YOYO (742-9696) 

By the way, our old address will remain “operative” for 
several more months, but letters addressed to it may take 
longer to reach us. So please update your records and begin 
using our new address and phone number now. Thank you. 
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PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


Who’s Making a Kid Yo-Yo? 


Attention, yo-yo manufacturers. Why isn ‘Lanyone produc- 

ing a high-quality, inexpensively priced beginner’s yo-yo? 
That’s what Tom Smothers wants to know. 

“The yo-yo is going to be dead if they don’t put out a 
beginner’s yo-yo,” Tom said during a recent interview, “the 
kind with a fixed string on it that a S-year-old can play with. 
They come two-thirds of the way back up the string without 
making a move. That’s important to a young kid. 

*I remember starting with that kind of a yo-yo. You can do 
a few basic tricks with them while you are developing your 
control. It seems that when they started making plastic yo-yos, 
they didn’t think of making a beginner’s yo-yo on * he 


ss * * * 


Not every kid needs a beginner’s yo-yo. Some of the 
things we’ve been hearing that youngsters are doing these 
days with their yo-yos make us turn greener than an old green 
plastic Duncan Imperial. 

Just as we were going to press, Brian McGrath’s guardian, 
Robert Baybrook, called to tell us that Brian (who is all of 16 
years old) has perfected the man on the flying trapeze, the 
brother on the flying trapeze, double or nothing, the roller 
coaster, the mother-in-law (the man on the flying trapeze back- 
wards), the double barrel roll and a flip in the air. Did we for- 
get to mention that he does all this on one spin? Brian, Duke 
of Yo, hails from Richford, Vt. 

Meanwhile, Brian’s grades went from D’s and F’s a year 
ago to A’s and B’s since he took up yo-yoing. So much for the 
misconception that yo-yos detract from school work. 

Brian isn’t the only member of the family who’s making 
a splash with the yo-yo. Stephanie and Robert Baybrook’s 
8-year-old daughter Jennifer (The Princess of Yo) is already 
regularly throwing two-handed loop-the-loops and has 
mastered more than 40 tricks. A great deal of the credit goes 
to their instructor, Phil Morin, of Bellingham, Mass. 

Meanwhile, on the opposite coast, Paul Buethe has per- 
fected so many tricks he’s given up counting. Paul is 16 years 
old and expects to pay his way through college selling and 
demonstrating the yo-yo. We wish we’d thought of that. We 
spent 4 years waiting on tables. 

In a recent interview, Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash., one 
of the greats, told us that he doubted that there could ever be 
another world champion as great as the ones we knew when 
we were kids back in the Golden Days of Yo-Yoing. He men- 
tioned that those greats developed their skills by performing 8 
and 10 hours a day, 6 and 7 days a week—and no one today 
has that kind of time to practice. 

Well, when we hear about kids like Brian, Jennifer and 
Paul, we know that the future of the yo-yo is in good hands. 


* * * 


Dr. Yo, Tom Kuhn, shared the following letter with us, 
from one of his young admirers: “A couple of my classmates 
and friends think of the No-Jive as a talisman or something,” 
writes Joe Kim. “Last year I got almost the whole junior high 
into yoing. Then they all lost interest. But I hung on! The 
other day I managed to do milk the cow. Having two yo-yos 
going at the same time is like the ultimate form of meditation.” 

Joe ends his letter to Tom with a nifty trick idea that we 
want to share with you while it’s still winter. Tom calls it “The 
Sled Dog”: “We just got a foot of snow last night,” Joe writes. 
“Have you ever tried to walk the dog on snow? The yo-yo will 
dig a nice hole. Give it a tap and it will come flying out of an 
ordinary hole in the snow. Kinda neat!” 

Thanks for the idea, Joe. We can hardly wait for it to snow 
SO we can try it! —S.C. 
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Are Yo-Yoers Better Students? 


Are yo-yoers better students? We asked that question in 
our Sept.-Oct. issue and again in the Nov.-Dec. issue and in- 
vited our younger readers to send us photocopies of their 
report cards. They’re still coming in! 

Most of the evidence we’ve seen so far has been anecdo- 
tal, but it’s convincing. Brian McGrath of Richford, VT., who 
goes by “The Yo-Yo Prince,” is a 16-year-old who was getting 
D’s and F’s on his report card last year. Then this past May he 
took up yoing and has mastered almost 100 different tricks 
with the Yomega, under the tutelage of his teacher, Phil 
Morin, “The Yo-Yo King.” Now Brian is getting A’s and B’s 
on his report card. 

Now we're giving you one last chance to send us a copy of 
your report card—and we’re making an offer you can’t refuse. 

Send us your latest report card, plus send us a copy of an 
older report card before you began yo-yoing. 

The reader who sends us a report card with the highest 
grade point average will receive a free one-year’s subscrip- 
tion. But that’s not all! 

All report cards received—good or bad—will be put into a 
box and a second winner’s name will be selected at random. 
This winner will also receive a free year’s subscription. 

If you send us two report cards (a current one and an older 
one), you will have two chances to win. 

The drawing is open to all students through 12th grade. 
Winners’ names will be published in Yo-Yo Times. 

Be sure to put your address on your report card. 

But, wait! There’s more! 

You have a third opportunity to win a year’s subscription. 
On the back of the copy of your report card (or on a separate 
sheet of paper), write your answer to this question: “Students 
who yo-yo do better in school because...‘ Write as short or as 
long as you like. The best answer will receive a free subscrip- 
tion, also, 

Furthermore, everyone whose answer is judged clever, 
original or convincing enough to be printed in Yo-Yo Times 
will receive a free four-month’s subscription. 

Deadline for entries has been extended to March 15, 1989. 
Send your report cards (photocopies only, please) to our new 
address: Yo-Yoing Students’ Contest, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 
1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 

Be sure to put your name, address, grade and phone num- 
ber on all entries. All entries become the property of Yo-Yo 
Times. None can be returned. 


SUSCRIBE TODAY 


[| YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo Times. 
Enclosed is my subscription payment as follows: 
(Payment must be made with order) 


[] 1 year of Yo-Yo Times $12.00 
[_] 2 years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 
[_] 3 years (SAVE $12.00) $24.00 


(International subscribers add $6 per year 
for postage & handling) (1/89) 
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Mail this coupon today to: Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Hemdon, VA 22070 


